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Four decades after its end, the American war in Vietnam still haunts the nations collective memory. Its
lessons, real and imagined, continue to shape government policies and military strategies, while the divisions
it spawned infect domestic politics and fuel the so-called culture wars. In Forever Vietnam, David Kieran
shows how the contested memory of the Vietnam War has affected the commemoration of other events, and
how those acts of remembrance have influenced postwar debates over the conduct and consequences of

American foreign policy.Kieran focuses his analysis on the recent remembrance of six events, three of which
occured before the Vietnam War and three after it ended. The first group includes the siege of the Alamo in

1836, the incarceration of Union troops at Andersonville during the Civil War, and the experience of
American combat troops during World War II. The second comprises the 1993 U.S.
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